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Science Expo Tips 

 
Do you want to do a science project, but don’t know how to get started?  Here’s are 2 

great websites that explain the scientific process in kid-friendly language! 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas.shtml  

http://www.education.com/science-fair/   

It’s pretty simple, but first you need to think of a question that you’d like to answer, such 

as ‘I wonder why clouds are different shapes?’ or ‘I wonder why my cat sleeps in that window?’ 

or ‘why does snow stick to the driveway sometimes, but not to the grass?’ or ‘how does soap 

work, anyway?’  If you had to guess the answer to your question, what would you guess?  How 

do you test your prediction or find more information to answer your question? Check out the 

method below – it’s the one used around the world by scientists to find answers to all sorts of 

questions!  But, before you get started, here’s another science tip for you:  always take good 

notes on your research or experiments….without them, you can’t show what you learned! 

Steps of the Scientific Method for Kids  
Scientists use the scientific method to find answers to questions and to solve problems. Although 

there are many different versions of it in use today, you will find that what they are really based on is 

making observations, asking questions and looking for answers to questions through science 

experiments. In order to use the scientific method to find answers to your own questions, you will 

need to first ask a question, and then… 

• Make Observations 

• Do Some Research 

• Form a Hypothesis* 

• Test Your Hypothesis 

• Draw Conclusions 

 

* A hypothesis is a guess or prediction based on your 

observations or research. 

 

Displaying Your Science Project 
It’s simple to present your project on a trifold display board (like the 

cardboard ones sold in craft stores).  How fancy you make your display is up to you, but your 

display should include: 

 

• your project title, your name, and grade 

• a description of how you gathered your information or did your experiment (your 

‘methods’) 

• research sources you used (like websites or books used to gather information). 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas.shtml
http://www.education.com/science-fair/
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• Other than that, just show what you learned!  It’s easy to organize your display board to 

show: 

o your question  

o your observations 

o your research and/or experiment,  

o what you learned (your conclusions) 

If you have photographs or illustrations, or samples that you can show, include them to 

make your project attract more interest.  But, remember that no dangerous materials or live 

animals can be displayed –use photographs to show any parts of your research that can’t 

be safely displayed in the gym! 

Final Tips 
So what happens if you plan this GREAT project, but then something 

goes wrong?  Guess what…that’s science too!  Figure out what you can 

learn from the failure, what you would do differently if you tried it again, 

and present those conclusions with your project.  Science is a process of 

learning from the things that turn out unexpectedly, so just be honest 

about what happened, and start asking more questions! 

No question about it, science can take time, energy, and hard work.  But – 

science is also fun, so grab a friend or parent, or (gasp!) brother or sister, 

think about what you’d like to learn, and we’ll see you at the Science Expo 

on February 27th! 

 

  

 


